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NIH PUBLIC ACCESS POLICIES (PubMed Central & My Bibliography)
Definition:
All investigators funded by the NIH must submit, or have submitted for them, an electronic version of their final, peer-reviewed manuscripts upon acceptance for publication to the National Library of Medicine’s PubMed Central (PMC).  This manuscript has to be made publicly available no later than 12 months after the official date of publication.  In addition, the NIH shall implement this public access policy in a manner consistent with copyright law.  

As of July 23, 2010, Investigators will be unable to enter citations manually into eRA Commons and MUST use My NCBI’s “My Bibliography” tool to manage their professional bibliographies. 
Purpose:

The National Institutes of Health initiated this policy to enhance public access to archived and new publications resulting from NIH-funded research.

Guiding Regulations:

In accordance with Division G, Title II,  Section 218 of PL 110-161 (Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2008 ), the NIH voluntary Public Access Policy (NOT-OD-05-022) is now mandatory. The law states:

The Director of the National Institutes of Health shall require that all investigators funded by the NIH submit or have submitted for them to the National Library of Medicine’s PubMed Central an electronic version of their final, peer-reviewed manuscripts upon acceptance for publication, to be made publicly available no later than 12 months after the official date of publication: Provided, That the NIH shall implement the public access policy in a manner consistent with copyright law. (Full Notices at:  NOT-OD-08-033 and NOT-OD-08-119)

For articles accepted on or after April 7, 2008: The NIH Public Access Policy applies to all peer-reviewed articles that arise, in whole or in part, from direct costs funded by NIH, or from NIH staff. 
Beginning May 25, 2008:  Anyone submitting an application, proposal or progress report to the NIH must include the PMCID or NIH Manuscript Submission reference number when citing applicable articles that arise from their NIH funded research. 

Effective August 21, 2009:  NIH will not allow an NIH Manuscript Submission Reference Number (NIHMSID) to be used as proof of compliance with the NIH Public Access Policy three months after paper is published.  (Full Notice at: NOT-OD-09-136)
Policy and Procedures:

NIH has followed up the law with clarification on this policy and how grantee institutions will be considered to demonstrate compliance.
· Institutions and investigators are responsible for ensuring that any publishing or copyright agreements concerning submitted articles and all associated graphics and supplemental materials, comply with this Policy.

· PubMed Central (PMC) is the NIH digital archive of full-text, peer-reviewed journal articles. Its content is publicly accessible and integrated with other databases (see: http://www.pubmedcentral.nih.gov/ ).

· Grantees must demonstrate compliance with the Public Access Policy when submitting an application, proposal, or progress report to the NIH. Grantees should include the PubMed Central Indentification (PMCID) reference number (e.g., PMCID234567) for each paper that was authored or co-authored by the applicant or arose from their NIH award, and that falls under the Policy.  
· If the PubMed Central reference number (PMCID) is not available because the paper has not been published yet, authors should use the NIH Manuscript Submission reference number (e.g., NIHMS97531). The NIHMSID is a temporary substitute for a PMCID.  After three months after the paper is published a PMCID must be cited in your references.  
· If the PMCID is not available because the Journal submits articles directly to PMC on behalf of their authors, applicants should indicate "PMC Journal - In Process."   Grantees may only indicate “PMC Journal-In process” if the journal is on this list: http://publicaccess.nih.gov/submit_process_journals.htm, or the grantee or author has made arrangements with a publisher on this list http://publicaccess.nih.gov/select_deposit_publishers.htm  to post a paper directly to PMC.  
· The PMCID is posted in PubMed as soon as an article has been successfully processed by PMC, which usually occurs around the time of publication.  PMCIDs are listed in the lower right corner of the AbstractPlus view of PubMed (http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/PubMed/).  If the paper is not yet publicly available on PMC, PubMed will also list the date the paper will become available.  NIH provides other methods of obtaining PMCIDs (e.g. http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/pmctopmid), as do several bibliography management software packages.
· Place the “PMCID,” or “NIHMS,” or “PMC Journal-in Process” designation at the end of each applicable publication citation in every application, proposal or report. 
· NIH expects citations in an application, proposal or report to include the most up-to-date information concerning the status of compliance with the Public Access Policy.  The NIH Manuscript Submission reference number or "PMC Journal - In Process" should not be used once the PMCID is available.  However, previously submitted applications, proposals and reports need not be updated when the PMCID becomes available.  
· To ensure compliance monitoring in FY2009, NIH Program Officials will notify via email the Program Directors/Principal Investigators (PDs/PIs) if citations of papers included in applications, proposals or progress reports appear to fall under the Policy but lack a demonstration of compliance as described above. The Institutional Business Official will be copied on the email. The PD/PI will be asked to respond via email to both the Program Official and the Institutional Business Official with confirmation that papers listed in the email are in compliance. Confirmation should include the citation for the paper plus the appropriate identifier. If the paper is not covered by the Policy, the PD/PI will need to provide an appropriate explanation (e.g., manuscript was accepted for publication prior to April 7, 2008; the paper was not peer-reviewed). 

Compliance with this Policy is a statutory requirement and a term and condition of a grant award or cooperative agreement, in accordance with the NIH Grants Policy Statement. For contracts, NIH includes this requirement in all R&D solicitations and awards under Section H, Special Contract Requirements, in accordance with the Uniform Contract Format.
My Bibliography
NIH has announced that it is providing eRA Commons users with a more efficient, accurate, and user-friendly way to manage their professional bibliographies, associate publications with their grant awards, and ensure compliance with the NIH Public Access Policy.  As of July 23, 2010, PD/PIs will be unable to enter citations manually into eRA Commons and MUST use My NCBI’s “My Bibliography” tool to manage their professional bibliographies.  Users can either log in to “My NCBI” and access “My Bibliography” from eRA Commons, or log in directly to “My NCBI” using their Commons username and password.

PD/PIs registered in eRA Commons have been able to use the publications page of their personal profiles in Commons as a repository for their publications.  eRA Commons has partnered with the National Center for Biotechnology Information (NCBI) to link to NCBI’s personal online tool, “My NCBI.” “My NCBI” offers “My Bibliography” for users to maintain and manage a list of all of their authored works, such as journal articles, manuscripts accepted for publication, books, and book chapters. Linking a Commons account to a new or existing “My NCBI” account allows references saved in My Bibliography to automatically appear in users’ Commons accounts.  My Bibliography is able to populate citation data from PubMed , PubMed Central , and the NIH Manuscript Submission system , and to maintain accurate, structured, and up-to-date bibliographic information.  The integration of databases will result in less manual data entry, improved data quality, and increased ease of system use. Grantees can easily track compliance with the NIH Public Access Policy using a simple color-coded key in My Bibliography. Commons users can propose, confirm, or reject grant-paper associations; associate their My Bibliography citations with an eSNAP (electronic Streamlined Non-competing Award Process) progress report in Commons; and designate delegates to maintain their professional bibliographies in My Bibliography.

Required action:  PD/PIs must establish a “My NCBI” account to gain access to My Bibliography and link the account to the eRA Commons accounts. (see below)
· As of July 23, 2010, Commons will no longer support manual entry of citations. PD/PIs must enter new citations into their “My NCBI” accounts. 

· As of October 22, 2010, Commons will no longer display citations that a PI has manually entered into Commons. All citations previously entered manually into Commons will be removed from the Commons system. Therefore, these citations must be added to My Bibliography so that they will continue to appear in Commons and can be associated with future annual progress reports. 
Resources:
· eRA’s redesigned Web site includes frequently asked questions and directions for creating & linking accounts, managing My Bibliography citations, and delegating authority to maintain My Bibliography content. 
· The full announcement can be found at:  http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-10-103.html 

